
OLVER ANNOUNCES $2.1 MILLION FOR SCENIC BYWAYS IN WESTERN MASSACHUSETTS

  

WASHINGTON – Congressman John Olver (1st District) announced today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $2.1 million in funding for scenic byways in western Massachusetts.   

   The committee approved $1 million for scenic enhancements and safety improvement plans to the Mohawk Trail and the Jacob's Ladder Trail. The committee also approved $1.1 million for safety improvements to the Mount Greylock Scenic Byway.   

   Olver serves on the Transportation Subcommittee of the Appropriations Committee and included the funding in the fiscal year 2003 Transportation Appropriations bill.   

   The Mohawk Trail project will improve scenic vistas and create additional pullovers for canoeists and hikers along the stretch of Route 2 from Greenfield to Williamstown. Informational kiosks and a tourist service center will be funded, and the project will include a marketing plan for year-round tourism along the trail. In addition, a plan for improving the safety of the corridor while maintaining its scenic nature will be developed.   

   Funding for the Jacob's Ladder Trail, also known as Route 20, will allow the Berkshire Regional Planning Commission and the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission to update a corridor management plan that will address ways to improve road safety, protect natural and scenic resources, and link the byway to other tourist attractions.   

   "These trails showcase the beauty of western Massachusetts," Olver said. "This funding will not only assist with scenic preservation, but will also help increase tourism in the region."   

   The $1.1 million in funding for the Mount Greylock Scenic Byway will be used to improve the safety of Reservoir Road. The road runs from North Adams to the summit of Mount Greylock, which is the highest peak in Massachusetts and visited by as many as 250,000 people each year. While it is the only road to the mountain from the north, Reservoir Road provides limited access. Formerly a cart path, the road is dangerously narrow and winding with blind corners along steep embankments that create problems for visitors and residents.   

    "Creating a safer Mount Greylock byway corridor has been a high priority of mine," Olver said. "Improvements will greatly improve access to the summit and allow everyone who uses the corridor to focus on the beauty that this area has to offer without jeopardizing their safety."   

   For more information, contact Nat Karns, Berkshire Regional Planning Commission, at 413-442-1521.     
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